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talianate style houses constructed in the late 19th-century are

features of this year’s tour. The Italianate style is the most prevalent

historic style found in Staunton’s historic districts. Stylistic elements are side
gable or shallow hip roofs, scroll sawn brackets supporting overhanging eves and
porch roofs, paired windows, and segmental arched openings. ltalianate houses
come in a few varieties. Common in Staunton is a side hall floor plan where the
building is three bays wide with the entry on the left or right. The other typical
plan is the central hall, revealed by a facade with window openings flanking the
centered entry. Staunton also has a few Italianate houses with towers.

Deeded to the City in 1787 by Alexander St. Clair, Newtown developed
around late 18th and early 19th century properties adjacent to the original
downtown core. The few remaining Federal period homes harken back to the
earliest growth of Staunton. Rapid growth after the Civil War saw the construction
of folk Victorian workers’ homes and the expression of merchant wealth through
grand Victorian styles. A major influence on the neighborhood’s character,
Newtown was home to educational institutions, including the Wesleyan Female
Institute and the Staunton Female Lutheran Seminary. Known in the 19th century
as the Virginia Female Institute, Stuart Hall continues as a leading school in
Virginia. As the neighborhood continued to flourish in the late 19th and early
20th century, houses styled in Italianate, Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival filled
developable lots, creating the compact, diverse neighborhood existing today.

The rehabilitated homes you experience on the tour reflect Staunton’s push
for sustainable redevelopment of its unique architectural infrastructure. By the
1990s, landlords divided many of Newtown’s large homes into apartments,
performed little maintenance, and, in some cases, the properties sat empty. Due
to a combination of neighborhood pride, the adoption of historic district zoning in
1996, and dedicated homeowner rehabilitation, the revitalization of Newtown is
a success with significantly improved property conditions and assessed values.
Today’s neighborhood
revitalization rhymes with
the history of Newtown’s
dramatic growth in the
19th Century.

Dr. Katharine Brown
provides a historical
description of most of the
homes and development
of the neighborhood in
her book, Staunton’s
Newtown.

1896 drawing of Staunton Female Lutheran Seminary
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TICKETS: $45
Tour Tickets are available for purchase online at
www.Eventbrite.com.

o On-street parking is available throughout

the neighborhood.

Restrooms are available at 401 W Beverley Street during the Tour
and The R.R. Smith Center at 20 S New Street, on Saturday, 10-4 pm
and Sunday, 10-2 pm.

Please note: Homeowners have generously opened their private
residences for the Tour. Expect stairs, hills and uneven surfaces.



Majestically sited above the stone walls lining Church and Federal Streets, 204 Church Street is a
combination of its original Italianate style with a later Tuscan columned Colonial Revival porch. A dramatic
pediment with a sunburst motif emphasizes the corner entry.

As noted in the Vindicator on August 28, 1868, house construction was underway and owned by
prominent businessman RW. Burke (liquor dealer, longtime VP, and eventual president of National Valley
Bank) and his wife, Fannie Alice.

When purchased in 2020 by Chip and Rae Milbourn, the house required complete rehabilitation.
Their work included reconstructing of the large stone retaining walls, chimneys, and windows. An
exhaustive list of elements required careful repair and new finishes. A new compatible addition carefully
placed at the rear allowed for the installation of modern amenities, including a fabulous kitchen, primary
bedroom, bath, laundry, and HVAC. The quarter-acre property includes a CA 1920 brick garage with a
coal room.

Note how the wide porch provides a seasonal outdoor room with seating, rugs and tables. The entry
with sidelights and transom leads to the side hall with refinished heart pine floors and the main stairs with
a large turned newel and spindled balustrade. Paired windows with restored gib doors provide access
to the widow porch from the living room. View the collection of lacquered boxes arranged on the dining
room wall. An expansive kitchen perfect for family gatherings and entertaining includes Chip’s personally
executed custom cabinetry. Upstairs includes carefully appointed bedrooms with excellent window views.
The master bath is luxurious with its veined marble tile and frameless glass shower. Make sure to enjoy
the unique artwork and collections throughout the house.
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Sited above the street, 214 Fayette was the southern wing of the Staunton Female Seminary. With
property purchased in June of 1870, quick construction allowed the school to open in September of
the same year. This grand Italianate style house is the twin of 208 Fayette with its raised basement,
commanding front porch, bracketed eave, and signature central gable with Palladian window. The
current bracketed porch with turned balustrade is a later addition, as is the large set of historic granolithic
concrete steps leading to the porch.

Clark Wiedeman and Linda Steigleder moved into the house in 2017, attracted to Staunton’s intact
19th-century downtown and historic districts. They enjoy gardening, woodworking, and tackling home
preservation projects. Projects include rehabilitation of windows and the front door with its sidelights and
transom. Previous owners had created a rear addition in 2006, however the new wood elements did not
hold up well. Completed in 2022, a new sunroom addition with divided light windows and French doors
make room for dining and enjoyment of the vegetable, herb, and flower gardens.

A landscape painting in a gold gilt frame adorns the front hall. Opposite is the staircase with its
turned finial topping the newel post and molded handrail of warm southern yellow pine.

Flanking the hall are the study and parlor. Divided light windows let the warm morning sun illuminate
the rooms. In the parlor, a gloss black metal surround and coal basket hearth contrasts with the white
mantel composed of Doric classical architectural details,
including a frieze with triglyphs and guttae supported on
fluted columns. Highlights in the study include a built-in
bookcase filled with titles reflecting Clark and Linda’s
interests. Of note is a framed photo of Clark’s great uncle
conversing with the great conservationist John Muir.

Upstairs, a seating area includes a view over rooftops
toward the downtown. Doorways with original transoms
lead to cozy bedrooms. Original to the Seminary, the hall
features painted clothes closets with paneled doors and
upper crown molding.

Clark’s basement workshop is open for the tour.
Here, you find a traditional wood planing bench and
beautifully maintained hand tools ready for the next
project. Windows and paneled southern yellow pine
doors are undergoing rehabilitation. A plant potting area
provides a place for starting plants prepared for the
spring garden. Carefully pointed brick walls include
fireplace with a raised hearth.




The Staunton Vindicator in June of 1870 noted the purchase of Rev. J. A. Latane’s property for
the establishment of a Female Seminary for the Lutheran Church. Interestingly, the article mentions
additions made to an existing building to accommodate students.

Historically, a two-story Italianate-style hyphen connected and provided ground-level access to the
flanking buildings. Drawings of the Seminary indicate the center hyphen was a High Victorian Italianate
with a central cupola, including a cross-gabled roof. A centered gable is above the single-story front porch
with a flat roof, including a balustrade. The flanking buildings had identical porches raised a story above
the ground level, also with flat roofs and second-floor balustrades. Keep in mind that two artist renderings
illustrate the buildings differently. An original 1896 glass plate negative would be a wonderful resource.

The construction of the current house at 212 South Fayette correlates with the opening of
Dunsmore Business College’s new home in the fall of 1896. The Seminary failed, running out of funds.

It is unknown what happened to the original hyphen, and one must wonder if it was originally Rev.
Latane’s house. While period newspapers often mentioned the schools, numerous searches did not
reveal the change. 1899 Sanborn Maps indicate wood shingle roofs on the three buildings standing
today. Maps note a carriage house and another large outbuilding located to the west. 212 South Fayette
noted as being brick-nogged, is smaller than the previous structure, and not physically connected to the
flanking buildings. Brick nogging was the practice of filling wood stud bays with bricks.

Jean Paul and Helen Shibut purchased their home in 2020. Their home is an asymmetrical
composition set off by the side gable with an arched window below. Italianate brackets nestle under the
window eave. Note the flat roof porch with balustrade; it is a perfect place for a stroll and view of the
Blue Ridge Mountains. Creating architectural emphasis are the large-scale pattern-sawn pickets, stair
newels, and chamfered porch posts with Tuscan capitals.

The wide front door with transom leads inside to the hall illuminated by a period chandelier. A
turned newel and molded rail contrast with the white-turned pickets. The beautiful stairway leads to a
split landing where the Shibut’s colorful wedding quilt hangs
above. Helen’s grandfather purchased the baby grand piano,
now a focal point of the side parlor. Throughout the house
are oak and pine floors, antique furnishings, and paintings in
gold gilt frames. The central chimney provides back-to-back
fireplaces with classical mantles. On the upstairs landing is
a seating area for a chess match illuminated by the arched
window. A rare household item is the original riveted steel tank
still plumbed for the upstairs toilet.
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Built in 1870, 208 South Fayette is a two-story plus raised basement, three-bay, brick residence

with a hip and central gable roof. Note the massive, corbelled brick-end chimneys. Synonymous with
the Italianate style, the wide overhanging eaves include ornate Victorian brackets. Centered on the
facade is a Palladian window above the first-floor entry with sidelights and transom. Six over six, double
hung wood sash windows flank the central bay. Raised above the exposed basement, is the full width
front porch with bracketed eve, square columns, and balustrade. A beautiful entry stair rises to the
porch from the brick walk.

In 2020, the Bill and Kim Woodwell embarked on their major project to expand the house. A
sympathetic addition provided a comfortable modern kitchen, bedrooms, and insertion of HVAC.
Combined with the rehabilitation of the raised basement, the project created a beautiful garden
apartment for Kim’s mother. The central hall leads to beautifully appointed rooms. The front rooms
include a cozy library with a fireplace, built-in shelving filled with books, and a parlor with deep red
walls, contrasting woodwork and comfortable seating. Each room includes historic artwork created
by previous generations of family artists. Removed from the hall, the staircase winds along the south
wall opposite the dining room. Nestled in the southwest corner is the older kitchen accessed through
a pantry with built-in cupboards. Warm wood table, chairs, and sideboard are harmonious with the red
oxide walls and a gold-leaf framed oil still life.

Passing through the dining room,
the new spacious kitchen abounds
with light shining through a bank of
ceiling height windows. Opposite the
cooking area and counters, couches
welcome friends while meals are
prepared.

Behind and to the north of the
house is a large garden with access to
the lower apartment. The entry leads
into a well-appointed kitchen and
seating area. Antique toys, -
a tall case clock, and cut-
glass candle sticks on the
dark wood drop leaf table
decorates the dining area.




John Grove purchased the property from Alexander St. Clair in 1811 and, by 1839, had constructed
the house. A.J. Turner owned the home in 1858 when he became the professor of music at the Wesleyan
Female Institute. Professor Turner was locally famous as the leader of the Mountain Sax Horn Band.

As with most buildings, the house evolved with a Victorian bay added by 1894 and a new full-width
porch (removed in the 1980’s) by 1909. Most likely, the existing one-over-one sash replaced six over
six divided light sashes such as those at the rear of the house. The remaining construction details and
architectural elements provide evidence of a Federal-style house. These include brick laid in Flemish
bond (alternating pattern of stretchers and headers), tall gable roof, end chimneys, molded brick cornice,
bullseye corner blocks on the wood lintels, and sash-sawn floor joists in the basement.

Previous owners rehabilitated the house between 2002 and 2004, retaining period details while
constructing an addition to include a new kitchen, laundry, bathrooms, and finishing the attic. The central
hall features a stairway with delicately turned newel and spindles. Tightly winding to intermediate
landings, the stairs reach the second-floor bedrooms and attic. Delicately carved mantels with reeded
pilasters and fluted sunburst motifs are highlights of the dining room and parlor. The basement features
the original kitchen with stone foundation walls and a fireplace.

Please see Dr. Katharine J
Brown’s book Staunton’s
Newtown for a detailed history,
including the many generations of
homeowners.

Note: Katharine Brown notes
Grove was a carpenter. The
Valley of the Shadow online
archive 1860 census record
notes numerous Grove men as
carpenters. One might wonder if
Grove or one of his sons carved
the mantels.




401 W BEVERLEY STREET
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A review of Sanborn Maps and Staunton Directories indicates a construction date between 1934
and 1938 for 401 West Beverley, associated storefronts, and upstairs apartments. Familiar to Staunton
natives, 401 housed a branch of the Reid Grocery Stores. Staunton had many independent groceries
throughout the community before the big box stores took over. The 1938 directory indicates the
adjoining storefronts included Treasure Island Novelties and the Beverley Barber Shop.

Libby Hartman purchased the building in 2008 and began a series of improvements to the
upstairs apartments and storefronts. Her recent project transformed 401 into the office of New York and
Staunton based architect Erik Ajemian and Ajemian Design. For many years, paint covered the transom
glass, distorting the architectural intent of the storefront. By uncovering the blocked transom, light now
penetrates the interior space.
The open room provides a
modern office, while a partition
toward the back establishes
convertible space through the
use of salvaged stained-glass
doors on tracks. The back area
includes Moroccan and Egyptian
architectural renderings from
London and vintage furnishings.




15 N WASHINGTON STREET
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Built in 1895 on lots created after the 1893 demolition of the Mozart Hotel, number 15 and its next-
door twin joined a row of Italianate-style houses lining North Washington Street. A characteristic example
of the Staunton three bay Italianate houses, Kevin and Heather Fusting’s house has a side hall entry
with two parlor windows. Bracketed eaves at the cornice are a hallmark of the style. The restored porch
includes Victorian details such as square chamfered columns with sunray brackets and a balustrade of
molded handrail with incised square pickets. Notice the fanciful trefoil arch panel between the pickets.

In 2018, Central City Restoration rehabilitated the house, finding original doors, transoms, wide
plank pine floors, plaster walls, and mantels ready for restoration. Updating the home included installing
a new energy efficient-heating system while preserving the original radiators, removing knob and
tube while placing new wire behind the original baseboards, and adding concealed air conditioning.
Rehabilitation of each window sash followed the standard protocol of re-glazing, new rope for the
weights, and refinishing hardware.

Eyes are immediately drawn to the stone fireplace mantel in the living room and Italianate
bracketed mantels throughout the house. A faceted glass chandelier glows in the dining room, reflecting
in the giant framed mirror handed down from their parents. At the back of the house, the efficient kitchen
is bright with two double-hung windows
and period style lighting illuminating
the glazed tile backsplash, veined
marble counters, brushed stainless steel
appliances, and custom wall cabinets.

Bedroom and bath updates created
great comfort and compatible style.
Upstairs, the bath includes a walk-in
shower and creative sink installation
mounted to an exposed brick chimney.

Throughout the house, you will find
an intriguing collection of antiquities,
landscape and abstract paintings, and
comfortable seating areas.




HISTORIC STAUNTON FOUNDATION INVITES YOU TO THE 48TH ANNUAL

Wolidny House Tour Party

DECEMBER 9, 6-9 PM | 113 W BEVERLEY STREET

Hosted by Johan Westenburg & Machteld Schrameyer

ENJOY AN EVENING TOUR OF SEVEN PROPERTIES IN THE NEWTOWN
HISTORIC DISTRICT AND A FESTIVE HOLIDAY PARTY.

Party tickets are $120 per person and include admission to tour homes on both
Saturday, December 9th from 4-7 pm and Sunday, December 10th from 1-5 pm.

HSF 2023 donors may purchase party tickets exclusively through the HSF office.

For additional information, visit www.historicstaunton.org or contact the
HSF office at 540-885-7676 or email adminhsf@historicstaunton.org.

* *



\\ A SPECIAL THANKSTO /.,

TOUR SITE OWNERS /’
\ Erik Ajemian ‘/

’ // Kevin & Heather Fusting ,

Libby Hartman
\N’ Chip & Rae Milbourn ‘y/
Jean Paul & Helen Shibut
Linda Steigleder & Clark Wiedemann
\\\ Bill & Kim Woodwell //

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR PARTY HOSTS
Johan Westenburg & Machteld Schrameyer

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR CO-CHAIRS
Kelly Grantier & Libby Hartman

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR VOLUNTEERS

All of the volunteers who decorated, prepared food, donated, edited,
and served as docents.
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THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!

Proceeds from the Tour support the ongoing community effort to
preserve Staunton’s unique architectural treastures, now and for
future generations. For 52 years, Historic Staunton Foundation’s
building rehabilitation assistance, and preservation advocacy have
fostered investment in our community’s vital historic resources.
Visit our website, www.historicstaunton.org for further information.
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Historic Staunton Foundation
52nd Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 21, 2024




